[image: image1.png]TRUSTS]|

Gloucestershire



Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

Supporting the Bat Population at Greystones Farm Nature Reserve


Greystones Farm nature reserve, in Bourton on the Water in the North Cotswolds has traditionally supported thriving populations of a number of bat species.  However, recent changes in management are now threatening their traditional roosting sites.  We are keen to offset these changes through a programme of constructing and installing a range of bat boxes, with the support of volunteers who will continue to monitor their usage.
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Background and Introduction
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (registered charity number 232580) is the county’s leading conservation organisation. Our vision is for a Gloucestershire richer in wildlife that is understood, valued and cared for by everyone living here. We achieve this by:

· Taking action for wildlife species and habitats to protect them for the future

· Researching, surveying and collating data on the county’s habitats and species in order to influence decision-making and to inform effective countryside management

· Involving others in our work so that the people and organisations of the county can play a full role in safeguarding its natural assets

· Engaging with communities throughout Gloucestershire by providing a programme of education and support to increase skills and knowledge

We manage more than 60 nature reserves, covering 2,500 acres of Gloucestershire. Every year we run a programme of over 200 events to pass on wildlife identification and conservation skills and promote enjoyment of our county’s wild places.

Bats at Greystones Farm Nature Reserve
Greystones Farm nature reserve comprises a wide variety of different habitat types, including species rich hay meadows, improved grassland, overgrown hedgerows and ditches, pollarded trees and the meandering River Eye, which flows through the site.
The hay meadows which constitute a site of special scientific interest (SSSI) support a wide range of species including southern and early marsh orchid, great burnet, ladies smock, ragged robin, pepper saxifrage and meadow rue.  The restoration area which lies adjacent to the SSI was also formerly species rich grassland, however changes in management in the past has meant that this area now supports few wildflowers.  It is currently undergoing an intensive programme of weed control, and regular mowing.  Hay from the SSI is spread to introduce additional wildflowers, and the diversity is slowly being restored.

Healthy populations of a number of bat species have historically been recorded at Greystones Farm nature reserve, including Natterer’s, common pipistrelle (which is a Biodiversity Action Plan species), Daubenton’s, noctule and brown long-eared bats.  All British bats are insectivores and even the smallest, the common pipistrelle, can consume between 2,000 and 3,000 insects in a single night.  The mosaic of river, open water, ditch woodland hedgerow and meadow habitats at Greystones Farm provide ideal conditions for insects, and consequently the site provides very good feeding habitat for bats.  
Changing Management at Greystones Farm
We have recently embarked on an ambitious programme, Water Voles on the Cotswold Rivers, which aims to secure the future of the threatened water vole throughout the Cotswolds.  As part of this project we have undertaken habitat management at Greystones Farm specifically to benefit local water vole populations.  This has included felling trees that have been overshading the watercourses.  Once these trees are removed, the river bank below is quickly recolonised with marginal vegetation, which creates ideal conditions for water voles.  The removal of trees, however, reduces suitable habitat for other species, including roosting opportunities for bats.

Supporting the Bat Population at Greystones Farm Nature Reserve

To address the loss of roosting habitat we hope to install a number of bat boxes.  The majority of species present at the site are known to make use of these artificial roosts, and we have identified a range of box types with the aim of appealing to all the bat species known to be present.
In order to keep down costs, and ensure that local people are engaged with this initiative we intend to buy materials to construct some of these boxes, with the support of volunteers.  This is also a great opportunity for interested volunteers to learn more about the bats that frequent their local nature reserve.  In addition we plan to run a series of bat walks for local community groups and individuals, and would like to be equipped with bat detectors to enhance their experience and understanding.

We also hope to train a number of local enthusiasts to survey local bat populations and monitor their usage of the newly installed boxes, to enable us to assess the long-term success of the venture.
Budget
The full cost of implementing a programme of bat box creation and installation, running bat walks for local residents and training and supervising the volunteers who will monitor the boxes is £5,180.   We have secured a donation of £2,600, subject to securing the remaining funding and therefore need to secure £2,580 to meet this shortfall and ensure that this project can take place, to secure the future of the bats at Greystones Farm nature reserve.

Benefits of Sponsorship Towards Supporting the Bat Population at Greystones Farm Nature Reserve
· Involvement and association with a countywide major volunteer enterprise in partnership with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

· Features in the Trust’s magazine in recognition of  support,(readership approximately 26,000  including members & their families, doctors & dentists surgeries, media politicians & companies)

· Company logo on all project materials 
· Distribution of corporate information on materials
· Recognition of support in our Annual Review, website and ezines (circa 7000 per month)
· Use of the Trust logo in your own communications.  
· PR recognition to announce support

If you would like any additional information about our proposed project to support the bat population at Greystones Farm nature reserve, or any other aspect of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s work, please do not hesitate to contact me lynn.toon@gloucestershirewildlifetrust or call 01452 383333 and I will be delighted to help.  









