[image: image1.png]


Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

Community Orchard Creation at Vell Mill Nature Reserve
[image: image2.png]TRUSTS]|

Gloucestershire





We are currently seeking funding to create a community orchard at Vell Mill Nature Reserve near Dymock in the Forest of Dean. This is an area traditionally noted for its orchards, which are now sadly in decline. The creation of a new orchard, with support from local people and volunteers, will greatly enhance the variety of wildlife found at the reserve, as well as helping to preserve rare local varieties of plum, apple and pear. It will also provide a focus for future community events, to inspire local people to grow and maintain disappearing varieties, and to understand and enjoy the wildlife on their doorstep.  
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Background and Introduction
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (registered charity number 232580) is the county’s leading conservation organisation. Our vision is for a Gloucestershire richer in wildlife that is understood, valued and cared for by everyone living here. We achieve this by:

· Taking action for wildlife species and habitats to protect them for the future

· Researching, surveying and collating data on the county’s habitats and species in order to influence decision-making and to inform effective countryside management

· Involving others in our work so that the people and organisations of the county can play a full role in safeguarding its natural assets

· Engaging with communities throughout Gloucestershire by providing a programme of education and support to increase skills and knowledge

We manage more than 60 nature reserves, covering 2,500 acres of Gloucestershire. Every year we run a programme of over 200 events to pass on wildlife identification and conservation skills and promote enjoyment of our county’s wild places.

Vell Mill Nature Reserve
Vell Mill Nature Reserve is currently a good site for native wild daffodils, but has been ‘improved’ with chemical fertilisers in the past, so that it lacks a diversity of grassland flowers. The management for daffodils (hay cutting and aftermath grazing) is visually uninteresting, and a pond dug in recent years to increase wildlife interest literally failed to hold water. As a result the site is wonderful to visit in February and March when the daffodils are in flower, but has little to offer and is little-visited outside of this short daffodil season.
Creating a Traditional Orchard for Wildlife
Orchards are a traditional feature of the area, but are currently declining. In the last 50 years around 75% of Gloucestershire’s orchards have disappeared, changing the landscape and badly affecting wildlife habitat. By creating an orchard at Vell Mill we will connect with other traditional orchards in the area (enabling wildlife to move and colonies to merge and become more robust).  Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) demands that “20 hectares of new traditional orchard to be planted per year, and at least 1 new community orchard planted”.  Vell Mill will create 2.1 hectares, and fulfil the community orchard requirement, making a significant contribution to our local Biodiversity Action Plan.

An orchard will provide new habitat for a number of nesting birds including green woodpecker, bullfinch, fieldfare, wren and song thrush, and insects such as the bumblebee, noble chafer and stag beetle (all of which are Biodiversity Action Plan priority species), and brimstone and peacock butterflies. It will provide an ideal setting for a range of plants to flourish, (cowslip, common dog-violet, meadow vetchling, barren strawberry and greater stitchwort), while enabling us to continue managing the site for wild daffodils. An orchard will add a new dimension to the site and spread visitor and wildlife interest throughout the year.

Initially we plan to plant 60 trees. These will be a mixture of plum, apple and pear, and we will focus on rare and disappearing local varieties in order to help preserve them. We will seek advice from the Gloucestershire Orchard Group, which specialises in local heritage varieties, and exists to conserve, celebrate and promote traditional orchards.  Natural England has visited the site and agreed that our plans will be beneficial for local wildlife. They have also made a financial contribution to the project.
Benefits of a Traditional Orchard

Traditional orchards support a wide range of wildlife.  Trees are widely spaced, allowing more light to penetrate, supporting ground flora and enabling traditional management techniques such as mowing and grazing.  Modern orchards are intensively managed, pests can move easily between closely planted trees, resulting in heavy use of pesticides.  This close planting also prevents mowing of the ground vegetation and herbicides are used to control grass and other ground flora.  Vell Mill will be created and managed using traditional methods promoting both excellent fruit growth and wildlife habitat.
A Traditional Orchard for People
The site is ideally situated to attract visitors as it is within easy walking distance of Dymock (population c 300). It also lies on the route of ‘the Poets’ Way’, public footpath, a walk which is promoted locally and which attracts visitors from throughout Gloucestershire and further afield. Once restored, Vell Mill will contribute to the enjoyment of these walkers by providing a spectacular example of the traditional wildlife-rich orchards once common to the area. We will erect interpretation boards to aid enjoyment of the site, illustrate the wildlife species visitors can expect to see, and explain the process of creating an orchard.  
In addition we plan to hold a range of events, to ensure that the community is engaged with the site. There will be a planting day, so that the community is involved from the outset, and volunteers will have the opportunity to be involved in its ongoing maintenance through a series of supervised conservation tasks. 
As new wildlife colonises we will run events to help visitors recognise the wildlife they will see at the site, as well as holding fruit-tasting events and celebrating Apple Day at the orchard. Vell Mill will also be included in a circular walk linking our reserves in the area to encourage people to visit, and the car parking area will be increased slightly to allow easier access. We will also install a bench to encourage visitors to linger and enjoy the sights and sounds of the tranquil wildlife haven we have created.

Budget
The full cost of creating an orchard at Vell Mill Nature Reserve and implementing a management plan to maintain the site for 5 years is £24,280. We have secured a donation of £15,126 from members, Natural England and other local trusts.  We still need to raise an additional £9,154 to ensure its success.  A donation of any size will enable the Trust to create a thriving community orchard at Vell Mill Nature Reserve, to increase habitat for wildlife, preserve rare local fruit varieties and create a site for local people and visitors to enjoy. 

Benefits of Sponsorship Towards Supporting the Vell Mill Orchard Creation
· Involvement and association with a countywide major volunteer enterprise in partnership with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

· Features in the Trust’s magazine in recognition of  support,(readership approximately 26,000  including members & their families, doctors & dentists surgeries, media politicians & companies)
· Acknowledgement of support at the Tree planting day in November and future events
· Company logo on all project materials 
· Distribution of corporate information on materials
· Recognition of support in our Annual Review, website and ezines (circa 7000 per month)

· Acknowledgement on interpretation materials
· Use of the Trust logo in your own communications.  
· PR recognition to announce support

If you would like any additional information about our proposed project to support the Vell Mill nature reserve orchard creation, or any other aspect of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s work, please do not hesitate to contact me lynn.toon@gloucestershirewildlifetrust or call 01452 383333 and I will be delighted to help.  

Rare local varieties we hope to promote
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