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Appendix 2 -  Extract from the Hedgerows Regulations 1997  

 

The following extracts relate to the minimum thresholds for selection of hedgerow KWS 

in Part 2, Section H3. The full legislation is available here: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1997/1160/contents/made 

 

Statutory Instruments 1997 No. 1160 

COUNTRYSIDE The Hedgerows Regulations 1997 

Made 24th March 1997 Coming into force 1st June 1997 

    

Criteria for determining “important” hedgerowsCriteria for determining “important” hedgerowsCriteria for determining “important” hedgerowsCriteria for determining “important” hedgerows    

4.4.4.4.  For the purposes of section 97 (hedgerows) of the Environment Act 1995 and these 

Regulations, a hedgerow is “important” if it, or the hedgerow of which it is a stretch,— 

(a) has existed for 30 years or more; and 

(b) satisfies at least one of the criteria listed in Part II of Schedule 1. 

 

    

SCHEDULE 1: ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING “IMPORTANT” HEDGEROWSSCHEDULE 1: ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING “IMPORTANT” HEDGEROWSSCHEDULE 1: ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING “IMPORTANT” HEDGEROWSSCHEDULE 1: ADDITIONAL CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING “IMPORTANT” HEDGEROWS    

PART II: CRITERIAPART II: CRITERIAPART II: CRITERIAPART II: CRITERIA    

Wildlife and landscapeWildlife and landscapeWildlife and landscapeWildlife and landscape    

6.6.6.6.————    

(1) The hedgerow— 

(a) contains species listed or categorised as mentioned in sub-paragraph (3); or 

(b) is referred to in a record held immediately before the relevant date by a biological 

record centre maintained by, or on behalf of, a local authority within the meaning of the 

Local Government Act 1972(10), and in a form recognised by the Nature Conservancy 
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Council for England, the Countryside Council for Wales(11) or the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee(12), as having contained any such species— 

(i) in the case of animals and birds, subject to sub-paragraph (2), within the 

period of five years immediately before the relevant date. 

(ii) in the case of plants, subject to sub-paragraph (2), within the period of ten 

years immediately before the relevant date; 

(2) Where more than one record referable to the period of five or, as the case may be, ten years 

before the relevant date is held by a particular biological record centre, and the more (or most) 

recent record does not satisfy the criterion specified in sub-paragraph (1)(b), the criterion is not 

satisfied (notwithstanding that an earlier record satisfies it). 

(3) The species referred to in sub-paragraph (1) are those— 

(a) listed in Part I (protection at all times) of Schedule 1 (birds which are protected by 

special penalties), Schedule 5 (animals which are protected) or Schedule 8 (plants which 

are protected) to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(13); 

(b) categorised as a declining breeder (category 3) in “Red Data Birds in Britain” Batten 

LA, Bibby CJ, Clement P, Elliott GD and Porter RF (Eds.), published in 1990 for the Nature 

Conservancy Council and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (ISBN 0 85661 056 

9); or 

(c) categorised as “endangered”, “extinct”, “rare” or “vulnerable” in Britain in a document 

mentioned in sub-paragraph (4). 

(4) The documents referred to in sub-paragraph (3)(c) are— 

(a) of the books known as the British Red Data Books: 

1. “Vascular Plants” Perring FH and Farrell L, 2nd Edition, published in 1983 for 

the Royal Society for Nature Conservation (ISBN 0 902484 04 4); 

2. “Insects” Shirt DB (Ed.), published in 1987 for the Nature Conservancy Council 

(ISBN 0 86139 380 5); and 

3. “Invertebrates other than insects” Bratton JH (Ed.), published in 1991 for the 

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (ISBN 1 873701 00 4); and 

(b) of the books known as the Red Data Books of Britain and Ireland: 

“Stoneworts” Stewart NF and Church JM, published in 1992 for the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee (ISBN 1 873701 24 1). 

7.7.7.7.————    

(1) Subject to sub-paragraph (2), the hedgerow includes— 
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(a) at least 7 woody species; 

(b) at least 6 woody species, and has associated with it at least 3 of the features 

specified in sub-paragraph (4); 

(c) at least 6 woody species, including one of the following— 

black-poplar tree (Populus nigra ssp betulifolia); 

large-leaved lime (Tilia platyphyllos); 

small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata); 

wild service-tree (Sorbus torminalis); or 

(d) at least 5 woody species, and has associated with it at least 4 of the features 

specified in sub-paragraph (4), 

and the number of woody species in a hedgerow shall be ascertained in accordance with 

sub-paragraph (3). 

 

(3) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (1) (and those of paragraph 8(b))— 

(a) where the length of the hedgerow does not exceed 30 metres, count the number of 

woody species present in the hedgerow; 

(b) where the length of the hedgerow exceeds 30 metres, but does not exceed 100 

metres, count the number of woody species present in the central stretch of 30 metres; 

(c) where the length of the hedgerow exceeds 100 metres, but does not exceed 200 

metres, count the number of woody species present in the central stretch of 30 metres 

within each half of the hedgerow and divide the aggregate by two; 

(d) where the length of the hedgerow exceeds 200 metres, count the number of woody 

species present in the central stretch of 30 metres within each third of the hedgerow 

and divide the aggregate by three. 

 

(4) The features referred to in sub-paragraph (1)(b) and (d) (which include those referred to in 

paragraph 8(b)) are— 

(a) a bank or wall which supports the hedgerow along at least one half of its length; 

(b) gaps which in aggregate do not exceed 10% of the length of the hedgerow; 

(c) where the length of the hedgerow does not exceed 50 metres, at least one standard 

tree; 
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(d) where the length of the hedgerow exceeds 50 metres but does not exceed 100 

metres, at least 2 standard trees; 

(e) where the length of the hedgerow exceeds 100 metres, such number of standard 

trees (within any part of its length) as would when averaged over its total length amount 

to at least one for each 50 metres; 

(f) at least 3 woodland species within one metre, in any direction, of the outermost 

edges of the hedgerow; 

(g) a ditch along at least one half of the length of the hedgerow; 

(h) connections scoring 4 points or more in accordance with sub-paragraph (5); 

(i) a parallel hedge within 15 metres of the hedgerow. 

(5) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (4)(h) a connection with another hedgerow scores one 

point and a connection with a pond or a woodland in which the majority of trees are broad-

leaved trees scores 2 points; and a hedgerow is connected with something not only if it meets it 

but also if it has a point within 10 metres of it and would meet it if the line of the hedgerow 

continued. 


