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Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
Volunteer Warden for Coombe Hill Nature Reserve

About Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
We are Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust – the largest membership organisation in the county dedicated to local wildlife. We own and manage more than 60 Reserves across the county, all of which offer free access to visitors. 28,000 members in Gloucestershire and hundreds of volunteers spending their time to support our work.
Our mission is a simple one – to value nature. Our ambition is to restore, recreate and reconnect Gloucestershire’s wild places. We want everyone in Gloucestershire to value, enjoy and share the natural world.
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust manages over 2,500 acres of land, from wetlands in the Severn Vale and heathland in the Forest of Dean, to limestone grasslands in the Cotswolds and a large ancient woodland at Lower Woods in South Gloucestershire. In addition, we have a vibrant programme of work outside our reserves, supporting farmers and landowners to deliver bigger, better and more connected landscapes where wildlife can thrive.
Our priorities are outlined in our Strategic Plan: Wild Places, Natural Solutions - https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/about-0/who-we-are/strategic-plan 
At the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, we believe in supporting and caring for all our colleagues with honesty. We are rooted in our communities and our aim is to make nature inclusive for all. We pride ourselves in being champions for wildlife, advocating passion and pioneering sustainable methods for natures recovery.
Role information

Start date: April 2022

Ideal commitment: Ideally at least a couple of hours 2-3 times a month 

Where: Coombe Hill Canal and Meadows Nature Reserve, Coombe Hill, Gloucester GL19 4AS
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Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, 
Conservation Centre,
Robinswood Hill Country Park
Reservoir Road, Gloucester GL4 6SX
Tel: 01452 383333
volunteering@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk		Registered Charity number 232580
	Purpose of your role:

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust has over 60 nature reserves across Gloucestershire including: ancient woodlands, flower rich grasslands, heathlands, and wetlands. Wetlands are especially sensitive habitats, drawing in thousands of species that rely on the sanctuary and resources that they provide. Coombe Hill Canal and Meadows in the Severn Hams is one of our key wetland reserves and a truly special place. This historic wet grassland landscape exhibits lush pastures throughout the summer, attracting a wide variety of insects and used by ground-nesting birds. In winter the reserve serves as a floodplain, with the high water attracting spectacular numbers of over-wintering wildfowl. 

With so many reserves to look after across the country, there is always a lot to do. Our volunteer wardens are an essential part of our reserve management and vital to their conservation. The role is very flexible and can be carried out as and when it suits you. It can be as simple as chatting to visitors about the exciting wildlife that visits and lives on our reserve or reporting any issues spotted whilst taking a stroll around the reserve on a summers evening. But there are also plenty of exciting opportunities and tasks to get involved with!


	What the task involves:

The minimum requirement for a volunteer warden would be to walk the main footpaths of the reserve and let us know of any issues. 

But… there are plenty of other opportunities to get involved with, including but not limited to:

· Wildlife monitoring e.g. water vole surveys, butterfly transects, bird counts etc.
· Chatting to visitors.
· Visitor surveys.
· Carrying out important safety checks on the reserve infrastructure. 
· Litter picking (if needed).
· Keeping seasonal poster/signage up-to-date.

One of the main goals of this role is for you to follow your interests and develop some new skills, so let us know if you have any particular interests that you would like to pursue!


	Skills and abilities you will be using in your role:

There is no need for any previous experience or to have any wildlife knowledge – just an interest and passion for the outdoors and nature!

However, there are a few things that would be beneficial to undertake this role:
· Happy with lone working.
· Able to walk on uneven, muddy ground, potentially for at least a couple of hours.
· Willing and comfortable chatting with visitors to the reserve.

	Benefits of volunteering:
There are numerous benefits that becoming a volunteer warden can provide including: 

· Spending time in nature is great for your physical and mental wellbeing.
· A chance to meet new, like-minded people.
· Gain new skills and knowledge.
· Supporting your local Wildlife Trust and helping to make a difference.
· GWT volunteers can sign up to receive a monthly Volunteer Newsletter, an invite to our annual Volunteer Conference, Volunteer Skill days and Volunteer forums.

	Your supervisor: Hannah Bottrill, Wetland Recovery Officer

	Transport:

· There is free car parking is available in the reserve car park at SO885272.  
· There are several buses from Gloucester, Cheltenham, and Tewkesbury that stop near the Swan Inn, just outside of the reserve.
· Cycling/walking to the reserve where possible is also encouraged.

	Expenses/equipment available:

· Travel expenses for up to a 40-mile round trip at 40p per mile can be claimed.
· Any equipment needed to carry out the role e.g. weather writer, gloves, waders, litter picker etc. will be provided.
· Additional field equipment will also be available upon request such as binoculars and wildlife ID guides.

	Health and safety/Risk Assessment:
GWT always carries out a full risk assessment for groups and activities and will run through the risk on the day with all volunteers. Main points to note are:

· Uneven, muddy ground across the reserve is likely.
· Areas of deep water across the reserve.
· Livestock is present at certain times of the year.
· Lyme disease from tick bites. The disease is rare, information on signs and symptoms can be found here.
· There is a risk of encountering fly tipping, the Trust will deal with fly tipping but do report any found.


	What to bring/things to consider:

· We recommend that volunteer wardens wear either walking boots or wellies (the site can get very muddy!), appropriate outdoor wear for the weather conditions, drinking water and a charged mobile phone. 
· There are no toilets on site so please consider this before your visits.

	Suitable age for this role: 18+

	How to apply:

Fill out our quick online application form: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Q2YVYD6 

Or

Contact our Volunteer Coordinator, via volunteering@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk or call 01452 383333 to tell us a little bit about yourself and why you are interested in volunteering for this role.


The below information is needed to ensure volunteers receive the correct documents during induction and the volunteer role is appropriately planned into Trust budgets and staff time for volunteer supervision. 
Do they need a CRB check?
(Only required if they are to work with children, under 18s, away from parents/guardians or CRB checked staff)

Yes  ☐			No      ☒

Will they have access to sensitive data? 
(If so they will need to see and sign our data protection policy)

Yes  ☐			No      ☒


Will the volunteer be lone working?
(If so they will need to see a copy of our lone working policy and assigned a buddy, this can be a family member)

Yes  ☒			No      ☐


Do you have adequate time put aside for supporting the volunteer/s?
(Ensuring they are fully trained, understand their role and have at least a monthly catch-up with you)


Yes  ☒			No      ☐


Excluding CRB checks do you need to pay for training and/or tools for the volunteers?
Yes  ☒			No      ☐

Do you have budget for tools and training? 
Yes  ☒			No      ☐

Please provide information on what budget you will be using
			Budget: GRCF Wetland Recovery in the Severn Vale project
PLEAEE NOTE: We have limited budget for volunteer training and tools if you require training or tools and do not have a budget please talk to the Volunteer Coordinator as we may not be able to cover the cost. 
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