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                  Find out more about Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and the people behind the organisation protecting wildlife across Gloucestershire
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                  Discover a nature reserve, take part in an event, be inspired at our visitor centres and find activities to enjoy at home.
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                  Your support is more important than ever. Together, we can protect Gloucestershire’s wildlife and wild places.
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            Lesser redpoll

        

        

    
    
        Traditionally a small finch of woodland and scrub, it appears that the lesser redpoll is now moving into our gardens. It has a streaky brown body, red forehead and black bib, and mostly feeds on…


    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Lesser stitchwort

        

        

    
    
        Look for the pretty, star-shaped, white flowers of Lesser stitchwort in woodlands and meadows, and along hedgerows and roadside verges in spring. Its flowers are smaller than those of Greater…


    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Lesser whitethroat

        

        

    
    
        The lesser whitethroat is smaller than its cousin, the whitethroat, and sports dark cheek feathers that give it a 'mask'. Most likely to be heard around woodland and scrub, rather than…
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            Lesser celandine

        

        

    
    
        Heralding spring, a carpet of sunshine-yellow lesser celandine flowers is a joy to see on a woodland walk. Look out for it along hedgerows, in parks and even in graveyards, too, from March onwards…
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            Lesser spearwort

        

        

    
    
        So-named for its spear-like leaves, Lesser spearwort can be found along the edges of ponds, lakes and streams, and in marshes and wet meadows. As a buttercup, it displays familiar, butter-yellow…
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            Lesser centaury

        

        

    
    
        Often overlooked, Lesser centaury is a tiny plant of grassy, open habitats like dunes, cliffs, heaths and grasslands. As its name suggests, it is much smaller than its relative, Common centaury.…
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            Lesser sea-spurrey

        

        

    
    
        Traditionally a coastal species, Lesser sea-spurrey has spread inland, taking advantage of the winter-salting of our roads. Its pink-and-white flowers bloom in summer.
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            Lesser water-parsnip

        

        

    
    
        Look out for the white, umbrella-like flower heads of lesser water-parsnip along the shallow margins of ditches, ponds, lakes and rivers. When crushed, it does, indeed, smell like parsnip!
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            Lesser weever fish

        

        

    
    
        One of the only venomous fish to be found in British waters, the lesser weever fish is certainly one to watch out for!
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            Lesser spotted woodpecker

        

        

    
    
        The lesser spotted woodpecker is the smallest of the UK's woodpeckers. Listen out for its drumming, which is quieter than that of the great spotted woodpecker, in woodland, parks , orchards…
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            Lesser horseshoe bat

        

        

    
    
        The lesser horseshoe bat was once a cave-dweller, but now tends to roost in old buildings, such as stables and barns. It is rare in the UK and, like many other bats, declining in number.



    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Lesser water boatman

        

        

    
    
        Similar to the Common backswimmer, the Lesser water boatman has oar-like legs to help it swim, but it does not swim upside-down. It is herbivorous and can be found at the surface of ponds, lakes…
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