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Introduction
By law, dog owners must control their pets when in the countryside so that
they do not scare or disturb farm animals or wildlife. As Trust nature reserves
have been established to protect some of the most important but vulnerable
parts of our countryside the Trust needs to ensure that the presence of dogs
on nature reserves does not have a negative impact on wildlife or interfere
with other visitors’ enjoyment of them. The following policy is in line with
recommendations in the Countryside Code.
Policy
Dogs are allowed on public rights of way through nature reserves and do not
have to be on a lead as long as they are under close control (1). The Trust
permits people to bring dogs on to other parts of most Nature Reserves
providing:





Dogs are kept under close control at all times and are not allowed to
disturb wildlife (2), farm animals (3) or other visitors
Dogs are kept on a lead of no more than 2 metres long at specified
nature reserves when birds are nesting between 1st March and 31st
July or when farm animals are grazing
Dogs are not allowed to enter water bodies at any time (4)
Dog owners remove their dog’s faeces from reserves (5)

Dogs (with the exception of guide dogs) are not allowed on the following
reserves at any time:




Ashleworth Ham (ground dwelling birds all year round)
Badgeworth (rare wetland plants)
Pasqueflower (condition of access agreement with owner)

Enforcing this policy
Most dog owners behave responsibly and it is only a minority who let their
dogs run out of control or fail to remove their faeces. The policy will be posted
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on the Trust website. At the few reserves where there is a problem
be erected. At these and other sites the Reserve Managers can
discretion if they feel a dog owner is allowing their pet to behave
which is detrimental to wildlife or interferes with other visitors’
enjoyment of the reserve.
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Definitions
(1) Close control means that a dog responds to commands and is kept close
at heel. If the owner cannot rely on the dog’s obedience it should be kept on
a lead
(2) Intentionally or recklessly disturbing wildlife can be a criminal offence
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
(3) Grazing by livestock is an important part of conservation management and
the Trust requires close control of dogs to prevent disturbance to grazing
animals. Sheep are especially vulnerable to stress from free running dogs
making them prone to injuries whilst fleeing and causing miscarriages of
lambs. They are also at risk from direct attacks by dogs and it needs to be
remembered that farmers have the right to shoot dogs on their own land if
they pose a threat to livestock, as do graziers on rented or third party land.
(4) Dogs are not permitted to enter water bodies such as lakes, ponds, canals
and streams on Nature Reserves. These habitats are particularly important for
a range of invertebrates and breeding amphibians that cannot survive in turbid
waters devoid of vegetation.
(5) Dog fouling is unpleasant for other visitors and can carry diseases that
pose a particular risk to children. Toxocariasis and Echinococcosis can be
spread to humans and livestock through infected dog faeces. Bagged dog
faeces must not be thrown into hedges, scrub or woodland but should be
taken home.
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